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Angaluru Heritage

A personal view point - o
BI\; Premchand Bgﬁu Arekapudi, M.D.,
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.

I feel privileged-and proud to write from my child-
hood recollections in Angaluru on this extraordinary

event of one-hundredth birth anniversary of my uncle

Sri. Arekapudi Nagabhushanam. He not only 1s free-

dom fighter but also a wise man and independent

thinker. His legacy and experiences would be of im--
mense interest to any social activist looking for posi-

tive changes in gfir. world. ~

I lived in Angaluru until I was sixteen. Later, during
my college _lyearsvin Guntur I have frequently visited
Angaluru. This was a very important time of evolu-
tion of my social thoughts instpired by the Gandhian
I heritage of my father’s side of family. When Mahatma
‘Gandhi was fast becoming the greatest leader of hu-
manity, peace and truth, my uncle Mr.Nagabhushanam
(eldest of son of Brahmaih) and his elder sister
Kausalya lead the mass movements in Angaluru area. ||
I was very fascinated by the heroic but non-violent
struggles of my uncles and aunts. However, I should
admit that I had studied little about Gandhiji until I
was in high school. The stories of the freedom struggle
inspired me to think and study the autc‘;biodira;il’gl of
Mahatma Gandhi ( My experiments with truth ). While
in high school and in 8" grade I took to wearing only ||
Khadi, became somewhat dogmatic Gandhian,and
spent substantial time in arguing for Gandhiji, Swami
ivekananda and the Arya Samaj. Observing the life
of my uncle Nagabhushanam and the hopeless situa-
tion 1n Indian development has influenced me think
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more critically by the time I was in P.U.C (12" grade). |
By 12" grade, I had relinquished dogmatism in favor-
of rationalism. To some extent, this was the conse-
uence of my interactions with Gora, Lavanam, Presi-
ent Rajendra Prasad and Vinoba Bhave during the
All India Sarvodaya Meetings. Then I realized that
gfoplge of India moved with Gandhiji not just because
ey liked his ideas, but because he practiced what he
preached. He had given up all the material posses-
sions in the quest for finding the truth and as he found
it. I believe my uncle Nagabhushanam had followed
Gandhiji for the same reason and he was somewhat
unimpressed by the latter leaders of Congress and re-
mained with the groups he felt were more honest. We
- may not find leaders comparable Gandhiji in a mil-
lennium but if we were to make India a more devel-
oped, strong and truly independent countljiwe still
need Gandhiji, Mr, Nagabhushnam and the like. While
Mother Theresa is a great religious benefactor of
eople only like people Gandhiji can lead India’s secu-
lar state to glory. The benefit of living with the fam- ||
}\l/ﬁl‘ of freedom fighters lead by my uncle
.Nagabhushanam has positively contributed to my
thoughts and actions in the latter years. During my
| high school years, I had the privilege of studying Hindi
under the tutelage of my uncle at his house, and I
remember him as a very rationalistic and Pragmatlc
man. He always had a sénse of contentment and con-
-fidence, which I am sure gave him a peaceful long
life. He was a natural leader and possibly had some
early dogmatic approaches that prevented him (like
others in his siblings) from stuﬁymg English. All of
his brothers and sisters studied Hindi, but never cared
to %o to Ertll%hsh Schools. For Indians it was a thought
of below the dignity to study English and to work for - ||
 British as clerical staff. It was alSo not the custom of
an average peasant’s family to send the kids to towns
to study in High Schools. However, Mr.Bramhaiah
(Nagabhushanam’s father) was very charitable in
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helping Kaviraju Tripuranenj Ramaswamy Chowdari
when he was in England studying law. Mr.Bramhaiah
was also a popular “lawyet” in the village who would
provide free legal advise to people. He never was for-

mally educated as a lawyef, I was told.

My tpas.sion .about A;né%azl“urh;is“distinctly related to
my family’s involvement in freedom struggle and the
rational arguments made by Kaviraju (Ramaswamy
‘ Qhowdary%m his writings. I was always very curious
|| about the origination of ‘Arekapudi’, but my elders
were unable to give me a conclusive answer. They
were also not sure if they lived anywhere else other
than Angaluru. I read a sSmall book in my childhood
- on Angaluru that that said the village has existed since
12% century from the time of Ganapathi Deva. It was
called Angaluru because there were ‘Anﬁallu” (sho;i(s)
for the soldiers passing by. People like
' Mr.Nagabhushanam and Kaviraju Ramaswami
Choudary have made Angaluru a distinctive and sﬁs-
cial place, I learnt from the Arekapudi family that the
content of character is the most essential element in
life. My uncle is a living example of an extraordinary
“character who understood the truth as well as Gandhiji
did without going to college or England.

It gives me great pleasure in sending best wishes on
this very special occasion of the centennial celebra-
‘tion of this living legend of Angaluru. I gratefully
acknowledge all the great education (formal and in-
formal) I have received from this practical, highly

rational human being. It is indeed a proud moment
for all the people of Angaluru. ’

I am not sure how man}r in Angaluru can access World -
- Wide Web (Intern.etg. expect information in this re-
iard or any other information of interest to people of
ngaluru would be posted to the web site

www.Angaluru.com. _
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